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The Abfurdity of our gaining a Million a Year by our Trade to Portugal. 
A Million a Year is more than we gain,by all the Woollen Manufattures we Export to all Parts of the 


World. 


Our Gain by the Portugal Trade no Argument to.prove we fhalllofe it. 
The Profpect of Prohibiting Trade arifes from the Neceffity, which that Nation we Trade to, are or are not 


in of our Trade. 


The Neceffity the Portuguete are in of our Trade, and which is proved before, fecures us from having cur 


Trade Prohibited in Portugal. 


The Notion of Foreign Nations making our Goods farther Expofed. 
Particularly from the Example of Scotland after the Union. 
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and believes, he has fufficiently expofed rhe 

Abfurdity of thar Suggeftion, That if we 
make Effectual the Treaty of Commerce with France, 
the Portuguefe will prohibit all our Woollen Manu- 
factures. | 

The Oppofers have reprefented this to be the Con- 
fequence of the Treaty of Commerce with France, as 
if they were fure of it, and have run up the Value of 
the Portugal Trade to fuch a vaft Magnitude, that no 
lefs than gaining a Million a Year by it, has been the 
Boaft, Mon/irum Hirrendum! 

What a Trade muft this be! and how Infolent are 
thefe People grown! to talk of gaining a Million a 
Year, is what no Body can mention without Blufhing ; had 
they faid we Exported thither a Million a Year, tho’ 
that had been Extravagant, and as fhall appear, is far 
more than ever was true; yet the Thing had not been 
fo flagrantly Infolent as it is to fay, We a more 
to Portugal,than all our Trade in thofe Goods amount 
to in a Year to all Parts of the World. It is the ge- 
neral Opinion of Men, whofe Judgment in thofe Things 
will not be queftion’d, that our whole Export of Wool- 
Jen Manufactures to all Places in the World amounts 
Yearly to between four and five Millions of Pounds 
Sterling, and a very great Trade it is : But no’ Man will 
undertake to fay, that we get clear one Million Ster- 
ling by that whole Trade, which would indeed be af- 
ter the Rate of twenty to twenty five per Cent. Profit ; 
an Account too Extravagant to obtain with any Body. 

To what a Degree then of Affurance are thefe Party- 
Merchants come, that can by Wholefale affirm, that we 
gain a Million per Annum by our Trade to Portugal 
only ! : 4 

But fuppofe, for Argument fake, our Gain was as 
great as they will have it be, it does not follow, that 
our Fear of the Portuguefe Prohibiting that Trade, or 
topping our Exportation muft be drawn from the 
Gain we make by it. 


HE lat MERCATOR {tated the Cafe of 
Prohibitions between England and Portugal, 


The Profpect of Prohibiting or not Prohibiting a 
Trade arifes trom the different Circumftances of the 
Nations, who Trade;:and the Neceflity, which they are 
or are not under of keeping the Trade fo in Que- 

ion. 

If we were to get ten times as much by a Trade as 
the Nation we Traded to get on their fide, yet if they 
are in more Neceffity of that Trade than we are, we 
can bein no fear of a. Prohibition on their fide, but 
they on Ours. 

As then it is apparent by our lat] MERCATOR 
that the Portuguefe are under a greater Neceffity of 
Trading with us, than ‘we are of. Trading with them, 
There can be no Reafon for us to fear their Prohibi- 
ting our Trades On the other Hand they have more 
reafon to fear our Prohibiting theirs. | , 

This feems plain alfo from ‘the Nature of the late 
Portugal Treaty, efpecially if it were true, as the Op- 
pofers fuggeft, that all our Manufactures were Prohi- 
bited in Portugal before that Treaty ; for if the Kin 
of Portugal would take off fuch a Prohibition, ro 
open fo vaft a Trade purely to get but one Article of 
his Goods admitted here with fome Advantage ; it is 
apparent then, that he is in a great Neceflity of ha- 
ving the Growth of his Country confumed, and ta- 
ken off by us. On the other Hand, if for fo fmall an 
Encouragement,as the taking off fome of his Wine, 
he was content to take off his Prohibitions from our 
Woollen Manufa&tures, and fink all the Fabrications, 
as they call them, of his own Subjects, it was a plain 
Evidence, that our Manufactures were equally neceflary 
to him, as the vending them was to us. 

But; we muft acknowledge this Argument is the 
Enemy’s, not our own, for it isyvelkknown as before, 
that nothing but our Woollen Cloths were Prohibited 
before, and tho’ the Oppofers have Printed, that the 
Druggets and Serges were Prohibited, they cannot 
i that Part any more,than they-can many other 

hings,which they likewife afirm. 
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“PEO? Another blind Story they tell us, (viz.) of great Fa- 
ee: “bricks of their.own for making Woollen Cloths in 
Bin! ‘Portugal ; but they do not preterd to tell us, what 
N42 Cloths they were. They would fuggeft, that they made 

¥ Frond Cloths tor their own Wearing, when ours were 


















































“prohibited; but they forget the Nature and Reafon of 
bps. <8 the Prohibition, which was not only a Prohibition of 
F2°>.’” Importation, but a Prohibition of the Wearing of any 
P< 2" Medley Woollen Cloth ; and the Reafon was to pre- 
| vent their People running into the Fafhions and Habits 
of the French, German and Britifh Nation, as they 
found they began to do ; fo. that.they .would no more 
allow the wearing Medley Cleths made in Porrugal, if 
any fuch had beeA made there; than Medley Cloths 
made abroad, and Imported. This the MERCATOR 
explained long ago, No. 10. 

Yer as it is in Britain and other Countries, fo it was 
in Portugal, for the People would not be Reftrained, 
and‘ivhat they wete forbid in Broad-Cloth, they fup- 
a with ‘Milled Druggets and Serges, and other 
englith Stuffs ; which is plain, by the Encreafe of the 
Exportation of thofe Goods to Portugal, while the 
Cloths were Prohibited, and rhe Fall of that Exporta- 
tion, when the Prohibition of Medley Cloths was taken 


off; as appears thus: 
Export.to Portugal 1700, 1701, 1702, 


Stuffs, Druggets,&c. 
per lb. weigh 


| l. 203059 l. 1478665 | l, 244707 





Thefe were the Quantities of thofe Goods for the 
Thee Years. before the Portugal Treaty, when the 
Medley Cloths were Prohibited; whereas no fooner was 
the Treaty with Portugal concluded, and the Medley 
| Cloths thereby admitted, but the Demand for Serges 
| and Srufis in Portugal -fell, as by the Cuftom-houfe 
| Books will appear, to a very fmall Quantity ; as follows, 


Stuffs and Druggets 
per Ib. weir [1 93656 

What could be the Reafon of this fall of the Ex- 

ortation of Stuffs and Druggets, bur the Opening the 
Trade for the Medly Cloths, which was in 1703, juft 
the Year before? 

As for the Portuguefe making Woollen Cloths of 
their own, it is as Ridiculous,as moft of the like No- 
tinns about other Countries ; England need be under 
no Concern for any Nation in the World Rivalling 
her Manufaétures; let but an open Door be left to 
the Englifh Merchants to bring in their Goods, upon 
reafonable and moderate Duties, and if they do not 


| 
| Exported to Portugal = 174. 
| 


knock all the foreign Fabricators on the Head at once 
then they have nothing more to ask. is 

Thus it was in- Scotland, before the Union: We aj] 
kriow, the Scots can live as hard, and labour as Chea 
as any People under the Sun: Before the Union 4 
Englifh Woollen Manufactures were Prohibited through- 
out Scotland, upon fevere Penalties; they erected Mga- 
nufactures there, they got Englifh Workmen, nay, and 
Englith Wooll roo, and they made very good Cloth 
and very good Stuffs there. 

But as foon as the Union took place, and the Trade 
was Opened for,the.Englith Manutactures to come into 
Scotland, what was: the Confequence ? What came of 
all their Manufattories or Fabrications! Truly every 
one of them broke up, left off, and, in fhort, could 


nae Bp on. 

Not all their Unfeeding or Underworking, not their 
having Englifh Wooll and Englifh Workmen, could 
keep them up; The Englifh Clothiers carryed «their 
Cloth’ from Worcefter, their Druggets, Sagathies and 
Stuffs from Taunton and Norwich, near 400 Miles by 
Land-Carriage, and yet Underfold them in Price, as 
they Outwork’d them in Goodnefs. 

All People will allow, the Scots have better Wooll 
than the French, and wanted not Englifh Wooll much 
Cheaper, than the French can, get it; and the poor 
People in Scotland live as low and as Cheap,as the 
French can do: But all would not do; the Englith 
cut them out, and no fuch thing as a Manoufaéture of 
Broad Cloth, or Drugget, or Sagathy, is now to be feen 
among them, at Jeaft not to any purpofe. | 
_ Jaf fo was it in Portugal, and juft fo would, it he 
in France, were this. Treaty made Effectual, and. the 
Duty of our Woollen Mannfastures reduced. to .the 
Tariff of 1664, as it is to be by the Treaty, Broad 
Cloths and Serges only excepted. : 

If there is fuch a Thing asa Woollen Manufaore in 
France worth Naming, it ftands only,becaufe our Goods 
are excluded by the high Duties; But when Ours 
come there, the Cafe will be quite altered; . will 
no more be able to Sell their own Goods, siento 
appear, than the Scots were, nor could they ever have 
brought their Manufaures there to any Perfe&tion, 
had not'the Impofitions upon eur Goods for. mow al- 
moft Fifty Years An them room for it. — 

This the French Manufaéturers are fenfible of, and 
are under great Concern .at the Apprehenfions of it ; 
and if they durft, would make as loud Complaints of 
it, as we do of the other Side. But they want the 
liberty of juft Complaint, which we abufe to an unjuft 
Clamour. | , 

It muft be Matter of Wonder to the Ages to 
come, when they look back, and fee, how eager we 
are to prevent the extending our own Trade, and 
giving due Advantages to our own Manufattares, 
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